HISTORY OF OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS


Summary

The development of Occupational Standards and National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) in Barbados is closely based on the UK model. This section traces the development of the Standards and NVQs in the UK and the process that candidates there go through.



Why follow the UK model

The recommended framework for Occupational Standards and NVQs in Barbados closely follows the UK model because: 

· the United Kingdom is the first English speaking nation to develop a comprehensive system of vocational qualifications based on occupational standards and hence have the experience
· Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago have also followed the UK template. These countries have drawn on elements of the UK system in developing their own unique approach to occupational standards
· In contrast to North America, the UK system is comprehensive and uniform, with rigorous built-in quality assurance arrangement The system has also been in place for over 12 years and is considered to be a success by industry
· The UK has benefited from a comprehensive review and the lessons learnt have led to improvements in the system These experiences are valuable to countries implementing a national vocational qualifications system
Occupational Standards and NVQs in the UK 

Workforce more competitive

A key objective of the UK Government is to oversee and promote the development of occupational standards so that the UK's workforce and industries can compete effectively in the world market.

Since 1986, the UK has succeeded in creating 881 national vocational qualifications, covering 90% of the occupations and industries. The number of national vocational qualification certificates awarded annually has grown from 47,000 in 1990 to 446,000 in 1998.

The 1998/99 annual budget for the standards development and vocational qualifications was about £5.1 million.
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